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Editorial by Rebecca Fricker 
 
Looking back at the last two issues of this newsletter I 
realised I had mentioned the health of our youngest  
attender in both my editorials… I wish the continual 
colds had stayed the worst of our problems. Alan and I 
would like to thank the Meeting for all its support over 
the past few months, we felt upheld and know we can 
ask for help in the future. However, it has been a real 
pleasure for our little family to be back at Meeting and 
leading a more normal existence, including having the 
time to produce the newsletter! 
 
I would also like to share Romans 12:12 which has 
helped in the past few weeks. I had come across it  
before and probably thought “that’s good” but had no 
idea what it really meant until I was unfortunate enough 
to be in a position where it would speak to me.  
 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” 
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Charity Collections 
 
Our new system for collecting money for non-Quaker  
charities is underway and June saw £100 raised for Great 
Ormond Street. This was, for personal reasons, a touching 
start and we would like to thank Jeffrey for organising it. 
Christine is organising the July collection for the Epping 
Forest Bee-keepers Association, an organisation our  
departed Friend Myriam Gilby was closely connected with.  
If you would like to collect for a charity at any point in the 
next few months, please do let us know. 
 
Garden Party (Sunday 24th June) by Christine Downes-
Grainger 

 
The refurbishment of the Meeting House forecourt was 
finished just in time. The June date we had chosen and 
the weeks of rain and wind meant there were more leaves 
than flowers around the Burial Ground for our backdrop. 
Invitation posters were carefully sent to local meetings and 
to many individuals we had not seen for a while. Chairs 
and tables were cleaned. The lawn was mowed. One  
hundred and fifty scones were prepared with love.  Cakes, 
biscuits, preserves, plants for sale and allotment produce 
completed our arrangements. 
 
Our efforts were rewarded! Friends from other meetings, 
people we had not seen for a while, friends and relatives 
all had an enjoyable time. Refreshments were expertly 
dispensed with people having the choice of sitting inside or 
outside. We had activities ready for young children who 
were also treated to three special visitors - a broody hen 
and two three week old chicks who quickly disappeared 
into the shrubs at the end of the Burial Ground. Sightings 
of them caused great excitement! The rain held off to the 
end and the wind did not stop a parachute game. 
At a previous local business meeting the question was 
posed "What is the garden party for?" 
"Fun!" was one instant response. That we had. Thank you 
to everyone who worked so hard before, during it and  
afterwards to create this event. 
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Vocal Ministry (Study Group: Sunday May 13th) by 
Rebecca Fricker 
 
A plea for Friends to be mindful of those with hearing 
impairments was made at the start of the study session 
and we were gently reminded to move closer to the 
hearing loop microphones in the middle of the room to 
enable everyone to hear ministry. 
 
The first debate revolved around the difference between 
ministry and offerings and the appropriateness of  
offerings in a Meeting for Worship when we have an 
afterword. Several participants were concerned that 
their ministry may have been too personal recently but 
were assured that it had been received as it had been 
given – from the heart. 
 
A few older Friends in the room thought that ministry 
was missing something these days and the names of 
Raymond and Olive were mentioned with much  
affection as being people whose ministry had been very 
good, and examples of their ministry were given. 
 
Younger attenders clarified that they were very  
comfortable with the silence generally found at Epping 
and noted that busier Meetings they had attended had 
almost too much ministry at times. However, they  
appreciated the ministry that was given, especially from 
those who had knowledge about the bible and other 
religious and spiritual worship as they felt this was 
something they personally lacked. 
 
This provoked a discussion on whether the bible was 
truth or not, and the nature of truth for each individual. 
Our time ran out before the conversation did and Judith 
reminded us that we could always take this topic further 
in another session later in the year!  
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Ministry of Money (Study Group: Sunday June 10th) 
by Christine Downes-Grainger 

 
Five Friends spent time in a shorter than usual session 
discussing this topic. Starting from the notion that  
money itself is neither good nor bad, but a tool that  
humans can use for well or ill we enjoyed a lively  
exchange of points of view. Dealing in shares was 
equivalent to gambling it was asserted, and we heard 
the story of a prominent Cadbury who seemed to have 
no idea some of his family fortune was made this way. 
An old Quaker firm of stockbrokers, the Gilletts, was 
also mentioned. Another participant supported the  
system of raising capital. Yet another one questioned 
why Quakers are so against lotteries, the testimony 
makes more sense against irresponsible gambling. If a 
charity raffle gives you a prize at random, why should it 
be refused? The Society does not refuse bequests, 
which are equally random gifts.  Furthermore, the  
National Lottery may be being used to fund things that 
are not being paid for out of taxation, but on the other 
hand, money given to it is not used to buy weapons. 
This subject could be revisited in the future, perhaps 
with a more specific question in mind such as “how do 
you ensure the greatest good in your use of money?”. 
 
Quaker Quest 2012 in Epping 
 
Iris Blay and Judith Roads have been busy organising 
the next round of Quaker Quest sessions to be held in 
Epping. Please find details below and do let us know if 
you would like to be involved in anyway. 
 
Sunday 16th September: Quakers and how we worship 
Sunday 23rd September: Quaker faith in action 
Saturday 6th October: Quakers, equality and diversity 
 
Dates for the diary (July - September) 

 
Shared lunch (last Sunday of the month):  

 July 29th with Quaker Garden Project visitor 

 August 26th following the Local Business Meeting 

 September 30th 
 
Local Business Meeting: Sunday August 26th  
 
Study sessions (Second Sunday of the month):  

 August 12th: Burial ground and Greening the 

Meeting House (with Christine)    
 
Area Meeting:  

 Saturday July 21st 2pm: Leigh on Sea 
 
Finally, do get in touch if there are any errors, or 
you have any contributions or suggestions! 
 

Editor: Rebecca Fricker (beckirees(a)hotmail.com) 
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